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PREFATORY NOTE 

The purpose of this study has been to determine the part which 
that phase of philosophical thought known as mysticism has 
played as a creative factor in English poetry of the nineteenth 
century. An effort has been made, first, to reach a definite 
conclusion as to what the word mysticism connotes, and then to 
adduce specific instances of this characteristic from the writings 
of a group of poets selected as being the best exponents of the 
type of mysticism which they represent. The bibliographies 
contain only such works as have been of immediate value in 
preparing thfe dissertation. 

March 19, 1916. 
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CHAPTER I 

mysticism: its definition and histoby 



The word “mysticism” is borrowed from the Greek. The 
litorai, nefMvrifjLkvoi , were those persons who were privileged to 
take part in certain ceremonies periodically performed in honor 
of some god. The word implies two characteristics in those so 
privileged: first, a special knowledge of divine things, obtained by 
instruction Gxv£o>), and secondly, the ability and the obligation 
to maintain secrecy concerning these things (jiixa). “The mystics 
are, in fact, the inner circle of devotees of any cult; they are pos- 
sessed of knowledge which partakes of the nature of revelation 
rather than of acquired science, and which is imparted in considera- 
tion of some special aptitude, natural or acquired.”!. 

So much for the history of the word: the experience itself has 
been variously defined. St. Bonaventure says, “Sapientia enim 
haec Mystica Theologica dicitur a Paulo Apostolo edocta, a 
Dionysio Areopagita suo discipulo, conscripta, quae idem est 
quod extensio amoris in Deum per amoris desiderium.” 2 Gerson 
declares, “Theologica mystica est motio anagogica in Deum per 
amorem fervidum et purum.” 8 Corderius in the definition 
“Mystica theologica, si vim nominis attendas designat quandam 
sacram et arcanam de Deo divinisque rebus notitiam” 4 points out 
two striking notes of mysticism, that the knowledge is sacred, 
and not for all, “arcanam.” 

L*Abb6 Migne gives the following definition. “La mystique 
est la science d’6tat sumaturel de l’&me humaine, manifesto 
dans le corps et dans l’ordre des choses visible par des effets 
egalement sumaturels.” 5 In Ribet we find, “La th6ologie mys- 
tique, au point de vue subjectif et experimental, nous semble 
pouvoir 6tre d^finie; une attraction sumaturelle et passive de 
Time, vers Dieu, provenant d’une illumination et d’un embrase- 

1 Sharpe, Mysticism: Its True Nature and Value , London, 1910, Ch. II, 

p. 1. 

* St. Bonaventurae Opera, Quaracchi, 1898, Mystica Theologica , Prologus 
Tomus Octayus, p. 2. 

1 Gersonii Joannis, Opera, Parisiis, 1606, Mysticam Thedogiam, Tertia 
pars operum, p. 276. 

♦Corderius, in Opera S. Dionysii Areopagitae, Migne, P. G., Paris, 1844, 
seq., ID, 1003. 

♦ Migne, Dictionnaire de Mystique ChrHienne, Paris, 1847. Tome Trente- 
Cinquiime, Introduction. 
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